
UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Monday, December 18, 2006 – 4:30 p.m.

Utilities Conference Room

Stoughton Utilities Administrative Offices
Stoughton Utilities Building

600 S. Fourth Street

Stoughton, Wisconsin

Members Present:
Mayor Helen Johnson, Alderperson James Griffin, Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, Citizen Member John Kallas, Alderperson Paul Lawrence, Citizen Member Norval Morgan and Alderperson Gerald Olsen. 
Absent and Excused:
None.
Absent:


None.
Others Present:
Bruce Beth of Forster Electrical Engineering, Inc., Keith Onsrud, Bruce Sime, Owen Veum, City Clerk/Personnel Director Luann Alme, City Attorney Mike Haas, Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz, Stoughton Utilities Operations Superintendent Sean Grady, Stoughton Utilities Water System Supervisor Roger Thorson and Stoughton Utilities Electric System Supervisor Craig Wood.
Call To Order:  Mayor Helen Johnson called the regular Stoughton Utilities Committee meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented the Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List.  Moved by Alderperson Gerald Olsen, seconded by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, to approve the Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List as presented.  Carried unanimously.

Stoughton Utilities Committee Consent Agenda: Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Consent Agenda Items.  Moved by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Citizen Member John Kallas to approve the following consent agenda items as presented:  Draft Minutes of the November 20, 2006 Regular Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting and the December 7, 2006 Special Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting; Stoughton Utilities October 2006 Financial Statements; Stoughton Utilities November 2006 Statistics; Stoughton Utilities Communications; Stoughton Utilities 12-Month Calendar; Stoughton Utilities November 2006 Activities Report; Status of the Stoughton Committee November 20, 2006 recommendations to the Common Council.  Carried unanimously.
Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny joined the meeting at 4:35 p.m.
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Stoughton Utilities Proposed West Electric Substation Property Acquisition:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz introduced Mr. Bruce Beth of Forster Electrical Engineering, Inc.  Mr. Beth discussed the Stoughton Utilities Proposed West Electric Substation Property Acquisition.  Discussion followed.  Moved by Alderperson Gerald Olsen, seconded by Citizen Member Norval Morgan to develop an evaluation for two site locations including pros and cons and estimated costs associated with each site, and to share the evaluation with the Stoughton Utilities Committee.  Carried unanimously.
Proposed Utilities Finance/Administrative Manager Position Description:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities proposed Utilities Finance/Administrative Manager position description and salary range. Discussion followed. Moved by Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, seconded by Alderperson Gerald Olsen to approve and recommend the proposed position description and a salary range between $65,000 and $70,000 to the Personnel Committee and for subsequent Common Council for approval on January 9, 2007. Carried unanimously.
Proposed Award Of Contract For The 2007-2008 Stoughton Utilities Wastewater Treatment Facility Hydraulic Improvements Project:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the proposed award of contract for the 2007-2008 Stoughton Utilities Wastewater Treatment Facility Hydraulic Improvements Project. Motion by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Citizen Member John Kallas to approve and recommend the award of the 2007-2008 Stoughton Utilities Wastewater Treatment Facility Hydraulic Improvements Project to T V John & Son, Inc. of Butler, WI for $1,733,900 and the adoption of the appropriate resolution to the Common Council for action on January 9, 2007.  Carried unanimously.
Stoughton Utilities Accomplishments In 2006:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Accomplishments in 2006.
Electric, Wastewater and Water Industries Outlook From The Moody’s Investor Service:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Electric, Wastewater and Water Industries Outlook from the Moody’s Investor Service.  
Stoughton Utilities Staff Verbal Reports:  Mayor Helen Johnson requested the following verbal status reports:

· Stoughton Utilities Water System Supervisor Roger Thorson stated the new generator at the North Water Tower has been operational for a week.  It was put to the test over the weekend due to a cable failure causing an electric outage in that area.  The generator worked properly and kept the water system and radio functions for SU and the Stoughton Police operational as well as our SCADA system.  If interested, a tour of Well 7 is available at the conclusion of the Utilities Committee meeting today.
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· Stoughton Utilities Electric System Supervisor Craig Wood reported that during a routine inspection, it was noted that an underground service along Jackson Street was moved by a growing tree.  This did not interrupt service and staff was able to correct this situation before it became an issue. Staff is also tree trimming in our service territory.
· Stoughton Utilities Operations Superintendent Sean Grady reported that two stray voltage investigations were underway.  He also explained that an amateur ham radio operator in the area noticed some interference while broadcasting.  With the help of WPPI, we were able to locate the problem and correct the situation.  Staff has been busy working on year-end inventory and using up their remaining vacation.
· Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz distributed a letter that will be provided to customers who were affected by a recent billing adjustment.  These customers will be receiving a credit on their accounts.

Stoughton Utilities Committee Future Meeting Agenda Item(s):  The committee has requested further information regarding stray voltage.
Adjournment:  Moved by Alderperson Paul Lawrence, seconded by Alderperson Gerald Olsen to reopen the meeting and adjourn the Stoughton Utilities Committee meeting at 5:56 p.m. Carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle D. Sobojinski
Stoughton Utilities Administrative Assistant
