
STOUGHTON UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Tuesday, June 15, 2010 – 5:00 p.m.

Edmund T. Malinowski Room
Stoughton Utilities Administration Office
600 S. Fourth St.
Stoughton, Wisconsin

Members Present:
Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, Citizen Member David Erdman, Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, Alderperson Eric Hohol, Mayor Donna Olson, and Alderperson Steve Tone. 
Excused:
Citizen Member Angie Halverson. 
Absent:
None.
Others Present:
Dwayne Farwell of Farwell Pools, Jason Larson of Struck and Irwin Fence, Stoughton Utilities Billing and Consumer Services Technician Erin Bothum, Stoughton Utilities Finance and Administrative Manager Kim Jennings, CPA, and Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz, P.E. 
Call To Order:  Mayor Donna Olson called the regular Stoughton Utilities Committee meeting to order at 5:00 p. m.
Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, seconded by Citizen Member David Erdman, to approve the Stoughton Utilities Payments Due List as presented and recommend its approval to the Stoughton Common Council on June 22, 2010.    The motion carried unanimously.

Stoughton Utilities Committee Consent Agenda: Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting Consent Agenda Items.  Discussion Followed.  Motion by Citizen Member David Erdman, seconded by Alderperson Eric Hohol, to approve the following consent agenda items as presented:  Draft Minutes of the May 17, 2010 Regular Meeting of the Stoughton Utilities Committee, Stoughton Utilities April 2010 Financial Summary, Stoughton Utilities April 2010 Statistical Information, Stoughton Utilities Communications, Stoughton Utilities Committee Annual Calendar, Stoughton Utilities May 2010 Activities Report, and the Status of the May 17, 2010 recommendations to the Stoughton Common Council.  The motion carried unanimously.

Alderperson Carl Chenoweth arrived at the meeting

Stoughton Utilities Management Team Verbal Report:

Stoughton Utilities Finance and Administrative Manager Kim Jennings explained the following.
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· We are saving 25% in fees by changing to US Bank as our new merchant account credit card processer.
Stoughton Utilities Electric System Supervisor Craig Wood reported that:

· A significant amount of vegetative management (tree trimming) was completed this year.

· Re-conduct ring and pole replacement projects are underway on Duncan Road and Geiler Road.

Stoughton Utilities Billing and Consumer Services Technician Erin Bothum stated:

· A high volume of utilities bill payments were processed today in preparation for service disconnections tomorrow.  

Stoughton Utilities Electric Easement At 2025 Hoel Circle:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities electric easement located at 2025 Hoel Circle.  Dwayne Farwell of Farwell Pools and Jason Larson of Struck and Irwin Fence also discussed the electric easement.  Discussion followed.  
Stoughton Utilities Wastewater Treatment Facility And Sanitary Sewer Collection System 2009 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report (CMAR):  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the 2009 CMAR.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Eric Hohol, seconded by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, to approve and recommend the approval of the Stoughton Utilities Wastewater Treatment Facility and Sanitary Sewer Collection System 2009 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report and adopt the corresponding resolution to the Stoughton Common Council on June 22, 2010.  Carried unanimously.   
Stoughton Utilities Bad Debt Write-Offs Through May 31, 2010:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz and Stoughton Utilities Finance and Administrative Manager Kim Jennings presented and discussed the proposed Stoughton Utilities Bad Debt Write-Offs Through May 31, 2010.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, seconded by Citizen Member David Erdman, to approve and recommend the approval of the Stoughton Utilities Bad Debt Write-Offs Through May 31, 2010 to the Stoughton Common Council on June 22, 2010.  Carried unanimously.

Alderperson Steve Tone requested a graph depicting the write-offs for the last five years.

Stoughton Utilities Electric To Water Inter-Fund Loan:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz and Stoughton Utilities Finance and Administrative Manager Kim Jennings presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Electric to Water Inter-Fund Loan.  
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Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Eric Hohol, seconded by Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, to approve the Stoughton Utilities Electric to Water Inter-Fund Loan up to $1,000,000 as needed at 2.4% interest for seven years.  Carried unanimously.
Stoughton Utilities RoundUp Program:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities RoundUp Program.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, seconded by Citizen Member Jonathan Hajny, to approve the contribution of $1,100 from the Stoughton Utilities RoundUp Program to the Stoughton Lions and Lionesses Clubs.  Carried unanimously.
Stoughton Utilities 2011 Budget Discussion:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz and Stoughton Utilities Finance and Administrative Manager Kim Jennings discussed the Stoughton Utilities 2011 Budget preparation process.  Discussion followed.  A request was made for Wisconsin Public Service Commission rate making guidance.
Stoughton Utilities Committee Governance:  Stoughton Utilities Director Robert Kardasz presented and discussed the Stoughton Utilities Committee governance efforts from November 16, 2009 through February 15, 2010.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, seconded by Alderperson Eric Hohol to recommend the Utilities Committee Ordinance Amendment prepared by City Attorney Matt Dregne on December 10, 2009, An Ordinance Amending Sections 2-526, 2-527, 2-528, 2-529, 2-530, 74-3, and 74-4 of the Municipal Code of the City of Stoughton, Dane County, Wisconsin Related to Management of the Electric, Water and Wastewater Utilities to the Stoughton Common Council on June 22, 2010.  Discussion followed.  Alderperson Eric Hohol retracted his second and the motion died for the lack of a second.

Discussion followed.  Motion by Alderperson Eric Hohol, seconded by Citizen Member David Erdman to Recommend the Utilities Committee Ordinance Amendment prepared by City Attorney Matt Dregne on December 10, 2009, An Ordinance Amending Section 2-526, Citizen Members shall be deemed officers, pursuant to Wis. Stat. 62.09(1)(a) of the Municipal Code of the City of Stoughton, Dane County, Wisconsin Related To Management Of The Electric, Water and Wastewater Utilities to the Stoughton Common Council on June 22, 2010.  Carried unanimously.    

Stoughton Utilities Committee Future Agenda Items:

· Stoughton Utilities graph depicting the write-offs for the last five years on July 19, 2010.

· Stoughton Utilities Governance on July 19, 2010.
· Stoughton Utilities Customer Collections Status Report on September 20, 2010.
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· Stoughton Utilities Investment Policy.
Adjournment:  Motion by Alderperson Steve Tone, seconded by Alderperson Carl Chenoweth, to adjourn the Regular Stoughton Utilities Committee Meeting at 7:28 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Robert P. Kardasz, P.E.

Stoughton Utilities Director

